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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
TENNESSEE TRAGEDIES 

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, I rise 
today to express my deepest sym-
pathies and offer steadfast support to 
the countless Tennesseans who have 
experienced tragedy in the recent days. 

It has been a rough few weeks in our 
great State. Last week, my hometown 
of Chattanooga lost six young children 
in a tragic schoolbus crash. Today, 
countless East Tennesseans face a long 
road ahead after severe storms and tor-
nadoes ripped through southeast Ten-
nessee, leaving tremendous damage and 
taking the lives of two individuals in 
Polk County. 

Tomorrow morning, I will be in an-
other area of our State that is dealing 
with unimaginable tragedy. As you 
have likely seen by now, the damage 
caused by wildfires in Sevier County, 
the place where my wife was raised, is 
heartbreaking. While officials continue 
to assess the full extent of the damage, 
we know that many have suffered tre-
mendous loss. As of this morning, offi-
cials confirmed that they are still ad-
dressing the remnants of smoldering 
wildfires. More than 400 firefighters are 
supporting the effort. The exact num-
ber of structures affected remains un-
known, but local officials are esti-
mating 700 impacted structures and 
more than 17,000 acres burned. More 
than 200 individuals remain in shelters, 
and just moments ago, we learned that 
10 fatalities have been confirmed. 

Sevier County is a special place, sur-
rounded by some of the country’s most 
beautiful God-given amenities. Mil-
lions of people from around the world 
visit each year and have built memo-
ries in this treasured community. But 
as the mayor of Gatlinburg noted ear-
lier today, ‘‘it’s not the attractions or 
the restaurants that make this place 
special, it’s the people’’ who live there. 

So many wonderful families call 
Sevier County home—tough, proud peo-
ple whose roots in the area span gen-
erations. 

Those who know the area and these 
people are not at all surprised by the 
community response. The Nation has 
watched and read countless stories of 
selfless individuals—many who lost ev-
erything themselves—helping others. 
We have watched the mayor and city 
manager of Gatlinburg, both of whom 
lost their own homes, provide steadfast 
strength and grace. We have watched 
the Sevier County mayor close each 
press conference with a simple request: 
‘‘Pray for us.’’ 

The coming days, weeks, and months 
will not be easy. The recovery will take 
time. We are committed to doing ev-
erything that we all can do to help you 
rebuild. The support does not end when 
the cameras leave. Governor Haslam, 
Senator ALEXANDER, Congressman ROE, 
and I are ready to support requests for 
assistance for the recovery efforts. 
People throughout Tennessee and 
across the Nation will be back to visit 
very soon. Of course, as has been re-
quested, we will continue to pray. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

WORLD AIDS DAY 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today I 
wish to discuss World AIDS Day. Thir-
ty years ago, the National Academy of 
Sciences’s Institute of Medicine issued 
a report calling for a ‘‘massive media, 
educational and public health cam-
paign to curb the spread of the HIV in-
fection.’’ The global community heeded 
that call and today, on World AIDS 
Day, we celebrate progress that we 
have made in treating and preventing 
HIV/AIDS both at home and abroad and 
recommit ourselves to creating an 
AIDS-free generation. 

Earlier this year, I had the oppor-
tunity to visit an HIV/AIDS clinic in 
Namibia supported by the President’s 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, 
PEPFAR, and the Global Fund. While 
there, I met a 30-year-old man named 
Simon who said he would not be alive 
without the international community’s 
HIV/AIDS assistance. While the indi-
vidual stories of people like Simon are 
a testament to the hard-fought 
progress this global response has 
achieved, the aggregate impact of our 
efforts cannot be understated. 
PEPFAR has been a bipartisan success 
story that began with a strong com-
mitment by President George W. Bush 
and grew under President Obama. It 
must continue to have broad-based sup-
port in a Trump administration and in 
the 115th Congress, so we can keep 
making inroads against this pernicious 
disease. 

Since 2005, AIDS-related deaths have 
fallen by 45 percent globally. In Africa, 
new HIV infections have declined 14 
percent since 2010, including a 66 per-
cent reduction in new infections in 
children in the region. And today, 18.2 
million men, women, and children 
worldwide are on antiretroviral ther-
apy, double the number of people who 
had access just 5 years ago. 

Nevertheless, there remains more 
work to be done. In my home State of 
Maryland, there were 1,334 new HIV di-
agnoses in 2015, ranking it the third 
highest adult HIV diagnosis rate per 
capita in the country. And globally, we 
are seeing data that indicates that 

AIDS-related deaths are actually in-
creasing among adolescents. At home 
and abroad, such trends are troubling. 

We therefore cannot rest on our lau-
rels. The United States must continue 
to lead this global fight. Through 
strong funding for PEPFAR and multi-
lateral organizations like the Global 
Fund, we will ensure the continued 
commitment and leadership of partner 
countries reinforced with support from 
donor nations, civil society, and people 
living with HIV, faith-based organiza-
tions, the private sector, and founda-
tions. And at here at home, we must 
ensure that the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, CDC, the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, NIH, the 
Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program, and 
our State, local, and community part-
ners have the resources they need to 
continue making significant progress 
to prevent, treat, and eventually cure 
this disease. 

With our work cut out for us and the 
memories of far too many loved ones in 
our hearts, we strive on this World 
AIDS Day as an international commu-
nity toward a world free of HIV/AIDS 
and recommit to mobilize the re-
sources needed for treatment, to sum-
mon the compassion and understanding 
to prevent stigma, and to unleash our 
collective ingenuity and persistence in 
search of a cure. 

f 

REMEMBERING BISHOP EMERSON 
COLAW 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to remember a dear friend, 
Bishop Emerson Colaw, a devoted and 
widely respected leader of the United 
Methodist Church. Bishop Colaw passed 
away on October 11, 2016, at the age of 
94 in Ohio, where he lived during the 
final years of his life. 

Emerson Stephen Colaw was born No-
vember 13, 1921, in Chanute, KS, and 
moved to Cincinnati at the age of 16 to 
attend God’s Bible School and College. 
A committed student, Colaw went on 
to earn a B.S. degree in 1944 from the 
University of Cincinnati, a bachelor of 
divinity, magna cum laude, in 1947 
from Drew Theological Seminary, and 
a master of arts in 1953 from North-
western University in Evanston, IL. He 
also received honorary doctorates from 
five different institutions. 

Remembered as a strong preacher 
and compassionate leader who loved 
the church and had a heart for the cler-
gy, Colaw served as a mentor and role 
model of Christian discipleship for col-
leagues, congregants, friends, and fam-
ily. He began his ministry as a 
clergyperson for the United Methodist 
Church serving the New York Annual 
Conference and the Northern Illinois 
Annual Conference, where he served 
three pastorates over 14 years. 

In 1961, Colaw was appointed to Hyde 
Park Community United Methodist 
Church in Cincinnati, OH, part of the 
West Ohio Annual Conference. During 
his time in Cincinnati, Colaw spent 
many years as the moderator of a 
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